MINUTES OF THE 2017 CONVENTION OF THE RURAL MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATORS’ ASSOCIATION OF

SASKATCHEWAN

By Janet Black, Executive-Director,
Rural Municipal Administrators Association of Saskatchewan

A total of 292 administrators, spouses and visitors gathered at the Saskatoon Inn and Conference Centre for the 97th Annual Convention of the Rural Municipal Administrators’ Association of Saskatchewan. 

The conference commenced with the annual RMAA Golf Tournament on Monday at the Moon Lake Golf and Country Club and the “Women on the Go” Tour into the revitalized Riversdale area of Saskatoon.  The golf event was sponsored by the ‘Gang of Three’ - Canada Culvert Ltd., Finning Canada and ATS Traffic Ltd.  Following a meal for the golfers at the clubhouse, awards and prizes were presented. 

Convention registration was carried out by the capable staff of Saskatchewan Municipal Hail Insurance Association. The evening concluded with a Wine and Cheese reception and social evening sponsored by Maxim Chemical, Fast Trucking Service Inc. and Treasury Wine Estates.


Tuesday began with two seminars being held in the morning:  Mark Holfeld, representing Saskatchewan Municipal Hail Insurance, presented a seminar entitled “MUNICIPAL HAIL INSURANCE REFRESHER”.  Phil Brown, Municipal Peace Officer; Jan Whitridge, Executive Legal Officer and Registrar to the Provincial Court of Saskatchewan; and Melissa McCloy, Municipal Advisor, Ministry of Government Relations, presented a seminar entitled “HOW TO PROCEED WITH BYLAW ENFORCEMENT THROUGH THE COURT SYSTEM”. 


At noon on Tuesday, the convention opening luncheon was held. Wendy Gowda, President of the Rural Municipal Administrators’ Association of Saskatchewan, called the convention to order. The singing of ‘O Canada’ was led by Glenda Giles, Administrator of the RM of Kindersley No. 290.  Darren Elder, Administrator for the RM of Wilton No. 472, asked the blessing. The convention was officially opened by Terry-Lynn Zahara, retired Rural Administrator, RM of Prince Albert No. 461. Delegates then also heard from Donna Harpauer, (Minister of Government Relations), Tammy Kirkland (Deputy Minister of Government Relations), Ray Orb (President of the SARM), Bev Dubois (Deputy Mayor of the City of Saskatoon) and Kevin Lalonde (Director, Business Support Services, Sask Power Corporation) who brought greetings on behalf of their respective organizations. Saskatchewan Power Corporation, Resource Management International Inc, and Loraas Disposal Service Ltd. were acknowledged as sponsors of the convention opening luncheon. 
 
Following the luncheon, twenty-eight new members were inducted into the Association by President Wendy Gowda, Vice President Darren Elder and Executive-Director Janet Black


Clinton Mauthe
RM of Orkney No. 244



Dawn Oehler
RM of Stanley No. 215



Raelee Boehm
RM of Lawtonia No. 135



Melanie Huyghebaert
Village of Kincaid



Aleshia Underwood
RM of Lomond No. 37



Courtney Wiers
RM of Longlaketon No. 219



Melinda Hammer
RM of Big Stick No. 141



Pamela Bartlett
RM of Enniskillen No. 3



Marianne Knaus
RM of Prairie Rose No. 309



Julie Gillard
RM of Riverside No. 168



Joanne Fullerton
RM of Glenside No. 377



Alysson Slater
RM of Tecumseh No. 65



Belinda Rowan
RM of Morris No. 312



Christina Moore
RM of Round Hill No. 467



Colleen Ferguson
RM of Rodgers No. 133



Marlyss Bechard
RM of Lajord No. 128



Brenda Gintaut
RM of Heart’s Hill No. 352



Roxanne Roy
RM of Prince Albert No. 461



Jaime Orr
RM of Tisdale No. 427



Christine Breitkreuz
RM of Baildon No. 131



Danielle Hache
RM of Rosedale No. 238


Crystal Mytopher
RM of McKillop No. 220



Bertha Buhler
RM of Blaine Lake No. 434



Michelle Needham
RM of Moose Creek No. 33



Brenda Appleton
RM of Manitou Lake No. 442



Natalie Sousa
Village of Neilburg



Desiree Bouvier
RM of Montrose No. 315



Shawn McCauley
RM of Craik No. 222


At 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday afternoon, Janet Black provided convention announcements as well as the Executive-Director’s Report.

Motion: Moved by RM #313  Seconded by RM #440

“That the 2017 audited financial statement of the Association as prepared by Dudley & Company of Regina, Saskatchewan, be adopted as presented.” Carried.


Motion: Moved by RM #108  Seconded by RM #440

“That Jay Meyer be appointed Returning Officer for the 2017 RMAA annual elections.” Carried.


Motion: Moved by RM #439  Seconded by RM #440


“That the following amendment be made to Bylaw 4 – A Bylaw of the Rural Municipal Administrators’ Association of Saskatchewan to provide for the election and appointment of officers:
2.
a)
The President and Vice-President shall be elected at large by the annual convention and the term of office shall be two years beginning with the 2018 annual convention.


b)
The two-year term for the President and Vice-President is from the date of the election at the annual convention in an even year until the completion of the election for these positions at the annual convention two years henceforth.” Carried.








At 2:10 pm RMAA President Wendy Gowda introduced the current Executive Board. Ms. Gowda then made her formal address to the delegates.

Fraternal Delegates to our 2017 convention were introduced:

-UMAAS – Chris Costley, UMAAS Vice-President, Town of Mossbank

-AARMA – Cindy Vizzutti, CAO, MD of Willow Creek, Claresholm, Alberta


-MMAA   – Mike Rempel, CAO, Municipality of Rhineland, Altona, Manitoba


-SASBO – Jocelyn Possberg, Director of Transportation, Horizon School Division, Humboldt, Saskatchewan
Following the President’s address, four 25 YEAR MEMBERS were recognized and each was presented with a pin denoting their long service to rural local government. Presentations were made by President Wendy Gowda, Vice President Darren Elder & Executive-Director Janet Black:


Gina Bernier


RM of Meadow Lake No. 588



Mervin Bosch


RM of Round Valley No. 410



Rolande Davis


RM of Enterprise No. 142



Gary Vargo


RM of Hazelwood No. 94

Presentations were then made by the Rural Board of Examiners for certificate upgrades by administrators who had achieved their Class ‘A’ or Superior ‘A’ designation during the past year. The RMAA Board of Examiners was represented by Vice-President Darren Elder, President Wendy Gowda and Board of Examiners Secretary, Kevin Ritchie:

CLASS ‘A’ CERTIFICATES:



Sentura Freitag

RM of Moose Creek No. 33


Lynette Herauf

RM of South Qu’Appelle No. 157



Jill Omiecinski

RM of Pleasant Valley No. 288 and RM of Marriott No. 317


Vanessa Tastad

RM of Loreburn No. 254



Shandy Wegwitz
RM of Sasman No. 336



Cheryl Barrett

RM of Martin No. 122



Levina Cronk

RM of Star City No. 428



Tanis Ferguson 

RM of Garry No. 245



Loran Tessier

RM of Surprise Valley No. 9




CLASS SUPERIOR ‘A’ CERTIFICATES:



Lara Hazen

RM of Bengough No. 40


Brenda Goulden

RM of Churchbridge No. 211
At 3:15 pm Ray Orb, President of SARM addressed the delegates.  Jay Meyer, Executive-Director of SARM; addressed the delegates as well as staff members; Laurel Feltin, Director of Programs & Operations; Annette Ellert, Programs Manager; Ashley Leugner, Communications & Marketing Coordinator; Amy Roettger, Insurance Program Administrator; Breanna Janzen, Manager of Trading Services; and Alexander Udey, Municipal Bridge Project Manager.

This concluded the Tuesday session.            



The Wednesday session commenced at 9:00 am with an address by Advisory Services and Ministry Staff on a variety of current topics; Cathy Moberly and Kathy Rintoul discussed Asset Management; Colin Chicoine discussed the PST changes; Bonnie Chambers brought us up to date with the legislative changes; and Steve Suchan from SAMA spoke about revaluation and looking ahead to the next one.  The Ministry’s session concluded at 11:45 am. 


The convention recessed for lunch.

At 12:50 pm Linda Boser, Chairperson of the RMAA Humanitarian Services Committee, introduced the Saskatoon Food Bank as our charity of choice.  Following the Food Bank presentation, the trade show booth prizes were drawn for and given to the winners.

At 1:15 pm Mr. Richard Davis from Today’s Technology gave a presentation about “Up and Coming Threats to Computer Data and RM Survival.  


At 1:45 pm Rodney Schoettler, CEO, Saskatchewan Municipal Hail Insurance Association, gave a brief overview to the delegates regarding the 2016 hail year. As well, Mr. Schoettler also noted several policy changes for SMHI and AMHL including changes to the payment to agents and the reason behind the changes that would be in effect for the 2017 hail year. 


At 2:00 pm Returning Officer Jay Meyer announced that the time for receiving nominations for President of the RMAA for the year 2017-2018 had closed. Two nominations had been received; Ms. Wendy Gowda of LeRoy and Mr. Darren Elder of Marshall.  Returning Officer Jay Meyer declared that there would be an election for President by secret ballot at 9:00 am on Thursday, May 18th, 2017.


At 2:05 pm Rodney Schoettler, CEO, Saskatchewan Municipal Hail Insurance Association, introduced Jody Urquart as the keynote presentation.  Ms. Urquart’s address was entitled “All Work and No Say”.  Once again, our friends at Saskatchewan Municipal Hail Insurance had sponsored the keynote speaker, who was very well received by the delegates.

On Wednesday evening, the convention banquet was held. This evening is sponsored by the Saskatchewan Municipal Hail Insurance Association. 

Following the meal, Public Service Awards were presented to our retiring members. President Wendy Gowda, Vice President Darren Elder and Executive-Director Janet Black presented awards to:


Bev Dahl

Chesterfield No. 261
Eatonia


Dave Dmytruk

Lakeland No. 521
Christopher Lake



Margaret L. Brown
Willow Bunch No. 42
Willow Bunch



Rod Heise

Lajord No. 128
Lajord



Louise Hodgson

St. Louis No. 431
Hoey



Laureen Keating

Benson No. 35
Benson



Rose Lawrence

LacPelletier No. 107
Neville



Cindy Miller

Round Hill No. 467
Rabbit Lake



Valerie Olney

Mount Pleasant No. 2
Carnduff



Kevin Ritchie

Bratt’s Lake No. 129
Wilcox



Eunice Rudy

Nipawin No. 487
Nipawin



Marilyn Scheller

Glen Bain No. 105
Glen Bain


Loretta Young
Longlaketon No. 219
Earl Grey

Mr. Don McCallum was introduced as the winner of the prestigious ‘Lou Jacobs Award’ for 2017. President Gowda presented Mr. McCallum with the ‘Lou Jacobs Award’ as well as an ‘Honorary Life Membership’. Dan Dufour, grandson of the late Lou Jacobs, was in attendance at the banquet and brought greetings to the delegates as well as a congratulatory message to Mr. McCallum on behalf of the Jacobs family. During the evening delegates also heard from Ray Orb (President of SARM) and Wayne Black, (President of SMHI).

Rodney Schoettler, CEO of SMHI and Wayne Black, President of SMHI presented a number of awards to various administrators in recognition of successful sales of SMHI and AMHI hail insurance products during 2016.

The draw for three door prizes that were sponsored by the Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities was completed and then the delegates were entertained by comedian Kelly Taylor.  The entertainment was sponsored by Saskatchewan Municipal Hail Insurance.

Thursday morning began with Returning Officer Jay Meyer informing the delegates of the rules of the Presidents Election.  Only delegates with an active membership (pink name tags) were eligible to vote.  With the help of the SARM Board Members present the election for President by secret ballot took place.   Wendy Gowda was declared elected as President for the RMAA for 2017-2018.

Following the Presidents’ election, committee reports were presented by the various RMAA Committee Chairs.


Jay Meyer, Returning Officer, handled the election for RMAA Vice-President for the year 2017-2018. Two nominations had been received; Mr. Ryan Domotor of Turtleford and Mr. Guy Lagrandeur of Rouleau.  Returning Officer Jay Meyer declared that there would be an election for Vice-President by secret ballot immediately and the SARM Board Members present helped conduct the election.  Mr. Guy Lagrandeur was declared elected as Vice-President for the RMAA for 2017-2018.  


Delegates broke into their respective divisional meetings at approximately 10:15 am. Elections were held in Divisions 2, 4 and 6.



Following the divisional meetings, President Wendy Gowda introduced the new Executive of the R.M.A.A.S. for the year 2017-2018 as follows:


President

Wendy Gowda, LeRoy

Vice-President

Guy Lagrandeur, Rouleau

Immediate Past President  

Tim Leurer, Kelvington

Executive-Director

Janet Black, Neilburg

Division Directors:                  


Division 1

Sheila Keisig, Balcarres

Division 2

Mike Wirges, Moose Jaw

Division 3

Linda Boser, Swift Current

Division 4

Fern Lucas, Tisdale

Division 5

Gary Dziadyk, Aberdeen

Division 6……………..……
Michelle Buechler, Paynton

Director Ex-Officio

Ray Orb, Cupar

The Resolutions Committee asked for a motion to destroy the ballots for the President and Vice-President elections.

Motion: Moved by RM #499  Seconded by RM #373

“That the ballots from the elections for President and Vice-President of the RMAA be destroyed.”  Carried.


Two resolutions were received by the Resolutions committee: -

Motion: Moved by RM #410  Seconded by RM #314


“Whereas it is becoming hard and harder to field curling teams with a minimum of two members of Council;


Be it Resolved that the curling teams consist of any members of council and/or employees of any rural municipality.”  Carried.


Motion: Moved by RM #292  Seconded by RM #290


“Whereas in 2007, 2014 and 2017, the salary schedule accepted by the RMAA and SARM included flat rate salary increases instead of salary increase based on percentage; and


Whereas setting flat rate increases creates inequity between the certificate levels and years of service levels, where less experienced Administrators receive a higher calculated percent of increase compared to those administrator with higher certificate levels and more years of service;


Be it resolved that all future salary schedules presented for acceptance use a percentage based system to calculate salary increases each year.”  Defeated.


The convention concluded with a draw for a two-night stay at Elk Ridge Resort.  The voucher was won by Rhonda Brandle, Assistant Administrator of the RM of Round Valley No. 410.  The convention was adjourned around 11:30 am.
____________________________________

Wendy Gowda, President


_____________________________________


Janet Black, Executive-Director
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